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in 1236 appeared before the walls of the city, raising
a fortress to protect his camp. Aben Zeyen, wall of
Valencia, implored for help from Africa, but no one
but the wali of Tunis attempted to send him ships or
provisions, and these were intercepted by the Catalan
fleet. Aben Zeyen offered to capitulate, and Jayme
was less hard to deal with than Fernando, and allowed
the Valencians either to carry away their goods or to re-
main with free exercise of their religion, and no heavier
burdens than the Christians, while Aben Zeyen was to
retire beyond the river Xucar, which was to become
the boundary.. Thus did Jayme the Conqueror win
the city which the Cid had held for a brief time, and
whose valleys were so rich and fertile that the Arabs
called them the Orchard of the Charms of Spain.

Seven years' truce was granted; but before they were
over, in 1239, while Jayme was at Montpellier, his
knights had broken the truce, and were foraging the
lands across the Xucar. Their master blamed them,
but kept the conquests, and followed them up, so that
by the end of the seven years, he had seized all the
banks of the Xucar. Then he further broke his
engagement by expelling all the Moors who had
remained at Valencia on the strength of the treaty.
He was a high-minded, honourable man in his deal-
ings with Christians, but the whole public opinion of
the century was unfortunately against keeping faith
towards the Infidel, and toleration was regarded as a
sin.

The Moslems took refuge in the provinces of Murcia
and Granada ; and Aben-el-Hamar, called the Pillar
of Islam,, who was wali of Jaen, made himself master
of Cadiz, Loja, Alhama, and Granada, and was